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Good and dear my Lord. 


* = 
* 1 C * 


Had Yeſterday Morning the Honour of your Lordſhip's 
Letter. The important Minute, in which it came to 
Hand, I was buſily employing in a diligent Peruſal of ſome 
of tha London Papers of the laſt Weck, in which 1 have 
the Amuſement to find the Name of poor Jubn Wilkes as 

freely ſported with as ever. | EX, 
| B | Your 


— . —21—ꝓ 
o — — 


op 


LY 


Lou Locdſhip s recent | Inſtances. . that real on pure 
F Friendſhip, which I have fo repeatedly experienced, confer 


new Obligations upon your unworthy Servant. It is my pe- 


duliar Satisfaction to find, that a/ my Friends have not for- - 
faken me. Your Lordſhip's wife and juſt Obſervation, that 


it is the common Crime of ſome Men to aſſume an unkind 


Inattention to the Diſtreſſes of others, has, indeed, been too 


evidently verified in my Affairs: And this ungenerous Coolneſs 
too, my Lord, from Men who forced their fulſome Civilities 


and pretended Services upon me. However, they have both 


my Forgiveneſs and my Pity —What are Promiſes ?—Alluring 
Jeſts, made to impoſe upon believing Fools.— But, there was 
a Time, as Story has informed me, when a Man's Promiſe 
was his Honour, and kept as ſacred as the Oaths of the Holy. 
But now they are created by E onal W by Knavery,— 


and given to | the Has 


CT 


In 1 vital a FIR I may be viewed by thoſe who 


have not the Diſcretion to liſten to Reaſon's eaſy Tenets, I am 
* happily conſcious, that all my late public Proceedings were 

_ agitated wholly and ſolely for my Country's Benefit. That my 
Endeavours were truly patriotic, I fancy the Nature of my Con- 


duct has ſufficiently proved: That I had no mercenary Proſ- 
pects, is ſurely evident, beyond even the Viſion of a Doubt: 

And that my Cauſe was the Cauſe of Freedom and of Freemen, 
let the Voice of Liberty diſpute. Ip 


The Man, my Lord, who boldly undertakes to examine 


iato mmfterial Conduct, and dares to reprimand wherever ne- 
ceflary]—to/ find Fault with bad Management,— to expoſe 
the Follics of a weak Miniſter, - and to ſcourge the Vices of a 


wicked one. conſequently acquires the Friendſhip of ſome, and 
incurs the II- will of others. Fhoſe of his Fellow-Subjefts who 


are 


4 


Om 


though they ſhould alſo even brand him with the Name of 
Fill. 


| Although, my Lord, I have the moſt ſincere Veneration for 
Literature, and am ever forward in encouraging Men of Ge- 
nius, I am-humbly of Opinion, that it is rather a Misfortune 
than an Advantage, that | Scribbling is become the . reigning 
Faſhion of my Countrymen. Kings hold their Dominions 
by the Sword, — not by their Books. Armies gain and defend. 
them. not Univerſities. Viclories make them formid able. 


not Arguments. Battles beſtow: Kingdoms and Crowns; 


Learning, Caps and Degrees. Whenever a State begins to 
aſſign. Rewards for Learning, Dignities are conferred on. 
Drones, Craft is honoured, Subtlety exalted, and Fayour re- 
quited,— and then the Conqueror depends upon the Doctor, 
the Soldier upon the Scholar, and the Sword upon the Pen. 
The Ignorance of the People is the greateſt Security of Princes; 
Learning, which inſtructs, is apt to make them mutinous. 
Learned Subjects (it is ſaid) rather conſpire than obey. Learn- | 


ing is the Cauſe that Peace is ſought after, becauſe it ſtands in 


Need of it; and Peace, that is ſought after, draws on the 
moſt dangerous War. No War can be ſo deſtructive as that 
which thoſe endure who covet Peace; becauſe. the Enemy 
takes Advantage of the Timidity which appears in the In- 
treaties.— When a Nation, affects Scholars and Writers, 
Gooſe-quills take Place of Swords and Muſkets: Ink, in 
Writing, is thought more meritorious than Blood ſpilt; a 


| Sheet of Paper ſigned, is of greater Force than Armour - proof 


againſt Shot; and the Hand of a Coward, by Vertue of his 
Pen, extracts from the Inkchorn Honours, Titles, @c— It is 
probable, that ſome very bad Men wear the black Robe. 
Some acquire Fottunes by theit Writings, and many great 
Men are the Deſcendants of Scribblers.. Rome, when in it's 
C Infant 


68 


1 * State, uſed ene 80 Books. Then all was Cou- 
rage, — not Study. But when Cicero, Brutus, Hortenſius, and 
Cæſar, introduced Harangues, Declarations, &c. they gave 
Birth to Sedition, and the Commonwealth was deſtroyed. 
Their Schools were made Magazines againſt Arms ; Orations 
ſanctified Crimes, and condemned Virtue ; and whilſt the 
Tongue reigned, Triumphs were ſubject to the Power of 
Words. The Greeks ſuffered by the ſame Itch of Learning; 
they were proud of their Academies, which vied with their 
Armies, and their Philoſophers were a Plague to their Gene- 
rals. Wit became the Judge of Valour; and they grew 
rich in Books, and poor in Triumphs. It is true, their He- 
roes ſtill live in theic famous Authors; and their Language 
ſurvives, though their Monarchy be extinct ; but it were better 
that the Monarchy ſurvived, than that the Language ſhould 
ſurvive without a Monarchy. In ſhort, Greece and Rome 
are become Ecchoes, forming in the hollow Emptineſs 
of their Majeſty,--- not entire Sobel, _ 255 the Extremities 
of abſent PENS.” ey HE; 251 


tl, 4 OY People, in Dang were — of Life, 
covetous of Death, and impatient of Age, roſolutely raiſing 
it's Head out of Ruin, grew a mighty Flame from ſcattered 
Embers, and became a Prodigy from a Skeleton, rather at- 
tended to furniſh Matter in Writing, than to write, and to de- 
ſerve Praiſes, than to compoſe them. Their Drums and 
Trumpets pate for them, and their Speeches were Battle- 
 Huzzas.: They furniſhed the World with Subje& of Admi- 
ration under Viriatus and Sertorius; they gained glorious Vic 
tories for Hannibal; they obliged Cæſar, who till then every 
where fought for Honour, to fight for Life; and they ſur- 
paſſed even Valour itſelf at Numantia; yet, of their noble 
PERIL: now nothing; all was recorded by the Ro- 


mans. 


4 
mant. But, at length was Printing introduced !--- Print- 
ing in Oppoſition to Cannon; Metal againſt Metal; Ink 
againſt Powder; and Letters againſt Bullets. They who 
maintain, that Letters and Arms are Siſters, know nothing of 
their Pedigree; for no Families are leſs a-kin than Saying and 


The many indiſpenſible Obligations which your Lordſhip 
has been pleaſed, with ſo tender a Compaſſion, to confer upon 
me, throw in an abſolute Claim to the dutiful Return of every 
| beneficial Office which may happily lie within the Compaſs : 
of my weak Capacity. Confident I am, that your Lordſhip 
eſteems not this the gaudy Picture of falſe Gratitude, but 
pure Sincerity flowing from an honeſt Heart. Pardon 

then my Intruſion, Sir, in ſolliciting of your Lordſhip one 
more Favour.--- Indulge me with a. particular Account of the 
late moſt Hagrant Inſult offered to a Gentleman of our Ac- 
quaintance by that very daring and impudent Fellow upon 
Ludgate-Hill, The unprecedented Cruelty, as well as arrant 
Inſolence, of this ſaucy, 'preſumptuous, pragmatical Punch- 
Bowl Puppy, in thus rudely teſtifying his Joy at the Misfor- 
tunes of ſo worthy a Man, by glaring Illuminations, is alarm- 
ing and ſhocking |—-Thus openly to offend a Gentleman of ; 
His Character !--- of His Integrity !--- of His Abilities — of 
His Honour !--- of His Veracity ! Ge. Ge. &c. “ !=— 0 
the Wretch !--- the Slave !--- the Culprit !--- May Fiends 
purſue him - or may Spectres haunt him !---" May Furies 
ſeize him !--- or may Pluto blaſt him ! May all the ugly 
Fleet-Ditch withered Hags in Tribes aſſemble to torment | 
him May they pluck out his Eyes, clip his Ears, bore his 
Noſe, break his Teeth, crack all his Bones, disjoint his 
Limbs,--- then tear him into Atoms, and eject him into 
Logs — or LO the n * ectomancer conyert him 
. into 


( 10 ) 


into a x Guiney -pig, ſet Fi ire to his m and blow n gf 


A 


hot up into * Clouds. g | i 


1 —— POP I 25 much ſurpriſed to find, that Mr. 
,- Concerns were committed to the Deciſion of a Jury g 
of, Cow-keepers, Hog-butchere, &c. People unable to diſtin- 
guiſh a Weather-cock from a Sun-dial, or a Church-ſteeple 
from a Trumpet. It reminded me of the Story of the five 
| Judges, upon a certain Trial, one of whom, entirely from 
Ill-nature, was projecting how he might caſt both Parties: 
Another, a mere Ignoramus, was reſolved to give His Opinion: : 
The third, a drowſy old Fellow, who had ſlept during the 
greateſt Part of the Trial, giving judgment, like Pilates 
Wife, by Dreams, Was conſidering with which of his wiſe 
Brothers He ſhould j join in Opinion: The Fourth, a learned 
and upright Judge, fat like a Cypher next to the Fifth : 
The Fifth, being ſtruck blind with dazzling Bribes, ſtrained 
the Senſe of the Law, and drew over to his Party the other 
three; but : at the Inſtant of giving Judgment, inſtead of ſay- 
ing, The Court is of Opinion, that fuch a one is caſt and con- 
demned, &c. his ſportive Dæmon thus faid for him, The Court 
does award, that we be d— nd; and accordingly we are 


| een d. — - Be the Sentence Falfilled, cried an unknown 
: Voice. . 


— 
* 


— 


The young N 25 Rog arrived fafe in Park Yeſter- 
day Morning from his Travels, whom I believe to be not 
a little fatigued with the tireſome: Ceremony of congratula- | 
tory. Viſits, I had the Honour of ſeeing him To-day. His 
amiable Behaviour to all People, in all Places, upon all Occa- 
ſions, happily acquire him the Eſteem and Affection of every 
Body. The Time of his Abſence has made no viſible Altera- 
tion either in his Perſon or Diſpoſition. That endearing 


Chear- 


( 1 


Cheatſulneſs of Temper which always rendered him the Life of: 
Vleaſantry and Good-humour, {till retains its native Power.-— , 
He enquired your Lordſhip's Health with much Earneftrei; 
and Friendſhip, and jokingly bid me aſſure you, that he has 


| ſill an ENGLISH HEART, 


As your Lordſhip ſeems ardently. defirous of a full Infor- 
mation of the fortunate Migfartune which befell Mr. Churchill 
during his Refidence here, I will endeavour to relate the At- 
fair as plainly and circumſtantially as poſſible. Three 
fair, fine, gay, briſk, youthful, blooming Ladies, the eldeſt 
not twenty-four, unmarried, Daughters of an eminent Sur- 
geon, having been repeatedly amuſed, both verbally and litte- 
rally, with the higheſt Encomiums of my facetious Friend, 
were perpetually invoking propitious Fortune to indulge them 
with an Opportunity of Haring in the Pleaſures of his Com- 
pany. Fortune heard their Prayers, and bleſſed their 
Wiſhes.— An Authphychoriameltindilnaria, borne upon the 
Wings of the Air, fled quick to their Embraces, informing 
them, That C. C. would certainly do himſelf the Honour 
«« of waiting upon them the enſuing Day.” — But, O unhappy 
happy Man'!— The tranſporting” and: enchanting Expectation 


of approaching Pleaſures, unfortunately deprived him of his 


Senſes !— In ſhort, he became à Lunatic with Joy.— And. 
O Grief to think! and Shame to tell on the preceding 
Night of the great, the important Day, — big, big with Joy! 
— but bigger. ſtill with ae /— our Hero got moſt abomi- 
nably ripſey; and, by imptudently rejecting that cordial Re- 
lief which he might have met with in the gentle Boſom of 
Sleep, loſt all his natural Vivacity of Soul, and on viſiting the 


Ladies, inſtead of yielding them that Amuſement and Merri- 
ment which they ſo confidently: expected, he appeared moſt 


inſenfibly dull and lifeleſs,--- and, in u vety lle Time, - fell 
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falt aſteepl The Ladies, with ſome other female Beauties, 
young Gentlemen, Gc. amazed at ſuch Behaviour, took the 
Freedom to endeayour to awake him; but all was in vain, 
for the Parſon ſlept moſt ſoundly, and puffed, pouted, and 
ſnored moſt mufically. At length, one of the Gentlemen, a 
Pupil to the Father of the Ladies, in order to reſent the Af- 
front, and create Diverſion, left the Room for a few Minutes, 
and returned with a Skeleton, which he placed diametrically 
even with the Parſon's Noſe, and lightly fixed it to his Chair. 
Ihe Company now retired into an adjacent Apartment, and by 
making a moſt clamorous and unuſual Noiſe, preſently awaked 
| their drowſy Viſitant, who ſering the frightful Figure fo near 
him, immediately fell backwards upon the Floor,--- and down 
fell the Skeleton upon him. Poor Churchill roared out moſt 
manfully; and the ſudden Fright had ſuch an Effect upon 
him, that be abſolutely lay upwards of an Hour both ſpeech- 
Teſs and ſenſeleſs.— Upon bis Recovery, however, he readily: 
acknowledged his ſhameful Fault, acquainted them with the 
unhappy Cauſe, and very oy thanked — for the de. 
| 0 ie 4100. F INTER ff TICS 


ne this Ack ons CRY be Wing, wed 
PEE ſpread! itſelf abroad; and Sneezings, arid Jeerings, and 
Leetings, ſported: wantonly around him; but Churchill. te- 
gardleſs of ſuch Trifles, eſteeming em the genial Offspring 
of Good-aature, never took Afﬀront,---as ſome dull Genius 
might, but, Ae the Man He is; turned all into Jocularity 
and Mirth, ever winning the . an of the 
4 fen gp Ro all. we 


r conceive, may: Lond with ds : 
mon Civility and Kindneſs I am here treated by all e 


knee the Scatch, _ | 
1 2 5 


6 
I know not whether 1 ſhalt leave Paris before or aſter 
Eaſter; nor can I poſitively ſay, when I ſhall have the Ho- 
nour of ſeeing your Lordſhip in Englatlf®; it being at preſent 
my ſteady Intention to viſit Edinburgh in my Way to London ; 
where I ſhall be received with open and eager Arms, and be 
accommodated with the moſt elegant Apartment in the 


Jam, my LORD, 


with the fincereſt Reſded,. 


. * * 
| b 
a af ; A ® 
5 5 5 . — — » * 
f Your Lordſhip's ever obliged, 
2 ; 2 . 'S " 5 a 3 * ; » | | 4 . 
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Paris, Jan. 18, 1764. „ 1 
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